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They are the Israelites and to them belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving 
of the law, the worship and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, the scriptures and 
of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, God who is over all be blessed forever. Amen. 
St Paul, Romans9:4–5

This quotation from St. Paul painfully highlights a fact that most Christians either do not know 
or do not care to acknowl edge. I say ‘painfully’, because had Christianity’s indebtedness to Judaism
been recognised, cen tur ies of slander and persecu tion, climaxing in the atrocities of our time
could have been avoided.  Prof. Sean Freyne  (1935–2013)

Myth & History examines research on selected texts from first-century adPalestine 
and explores the worlds behind these texts. Topics will include:
• Jewish & Christian history in ad first-century Palestine
• The ministry of women in emerging communities
• The Land, Gratitude,Transcendence
• From Passover to Pascha/Easter 
• Emerging communities and their styles

january–may Timetable/fees
This lecture series runs from January to May 2017. 
On each day there will be three lectures on its topic. 
You may choose to attend all or individual days 
as you wish. Each day starts at10am. 

A new lecture series is schedules to start in September. 
For information on the lecturers and lectures please 
visit www.castlecootehouse.com/lectures

A scribe copies from an exemplar ‘L’Estoire del Saint Graal’, British Library (MS Royal 14 E III, folio 6v), c.1300–15

Castlecoote  Lecture  Series  2017

Myth & History
in manuscripts since the first centuryad
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The Percy French Festival has taken place annually since 2009 at Castlecoote House, the home 
of the festival founder, Kevin Finnerty, whose father was a founder member of the 

Percy French festivals of1957 & 1958.
The Percy French Festival 2017 acknowledges the major support of: Duffy’s SuperValu, Ballaghaderreen; 

Excel Industries, Dublin; Fáilte Ireland; The GAA; and Roscommon County Council.
A full list of our many supporters can be seen at www.percyfrench.ie

The Percy French Festival registered address: Castlecoote House, Castlecoote, Co. Roscommon.
Brochure created, compiled and edited by Kevin Finnerty ©2017
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In his inaugural speech, delivered in St Patrick’s Hall, Dublin Castle, on the 11th
November 2011, our newly elected President, Michael D. Higgins, invited ‘citizens 
of all ages to make their own imaginative and practical contribution to the shaping
of our shared future’.1 Five years later, in an interview on the Late Late Show, the
President suggested that, follow ing the successful centenary celebrations, the
years between 2016 to 2022 would be an important time of ongo ing reflection on
the future of modern Ireland.

In fact, a significant part of his presidency has been concentrated on the ‘big ques-
tions’ affec ting the future of our country and in bringing people into the debate at all
levels. There is a great amount of admiration for these initiatives and agreement that
Michael D., as he is still widely and affectionately known, has something of the sage
about him. In what is cer tainly a break with much of our past behaviour, he is seek-
ing a deeper intellectual engage ment with politics, moving beyond the merely
party-political, the half-remembered narratives of pride and suspi cion, or the more
recent reductionist liberal economy-politics that thinks only in numbers, to engage
with the broader ques tions involved in building an inclusive and ethical republic.
His recently published book When Ideas Matter2has as its subtitle ‘Speeches for an
Ethical Republic’ and it is an important point of reference for this year’s Festival.

In a more recent speech he emphasised the need ‘to discriminate between truthful
language and illusory rhetoric’ in our public discourse, as he expressed concern
about ‘an anti-intellec tualism that has fed a populism among the insecure and the
excluded’. He flagged the dangers of what is increasingly described as a‘post-truth’
politics.3 This, one imagines, is a political dis course reduced to sound bites, false
prom ises, spin, vacuous party-political points-scoring, and ultimately blatant lies
told in the desperate scramble for raw power and the privilege it brings to the few.

1 Michael D. Higgins, ‘Inaugural Speech’, in When Ideas Matter: Speeches for an Ethical Republic, p.5, 
Head of Zeus, London, 2016.

2 Ibid.

3 Tom Humphreys, ‘Teach philosophy to heal our ‘post-truth’ society, says President Higgins’, 
The Irish Times, Saturday, 19th November, 2016
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This rather than any real effort to address the urgent issues that confront us as we
strive to create ‘an inclusive citizenship where all can participate and everyone 
is treated with respect’.4 He calls for a ‘reflective atmosphere in the classrooms, 
in our media, in our public space’, with a greater emphasis on genuine critical and
creative thinking. He concludes that: ‘The dissemination, at all levels of society, of
the tools, language and methods of philo sophical enquiry can, I believe, provide 
a meaningful component in any concerted attempt at offering a long-term and
holistic response to our current predicament’. 5

We would like to see the lectures and debates of this summer’s Percy French Festi-
val as a con tri  bution to that process; that engagement with our state and our poli-
tics. This side of the Festival is a time ‘set apart’, which we can see as a kind of secular
retreat, in these lovely sur round ings, almost in the centre of Ireland, to look at some
of these questions, to clarify our thoughts and make our own modest contribution
to imagining the island community6 that might be within the larger community 
of nations that is Europe. We have made our contribu tions historically, we can 
certainly do so again in these precarious times.

At the centre of President Higgins’ reflection we find the idea of ‘the republic’; 
its origins in 1916, its present form as well as imagining, or perhaps even reimagin-
ing, its future. The politi cal events of the past several years, but most particularly this
past year, have been quite a sharp wake-up call. The economic crisis of 2008 rattled
our confidence and indeed there remains the suspicion that we may still be
tempted to embark on the same hopeless boom and bust cycle again. With Brexit,
one of the building blocks of our future, the relationship with our closest neighbour,
as well as our wider European rela tion ships, has been brought into question. Once
again, we feel ourselves to be buffeted on a storm of events that are largely beyond
our control and we seem to be hanging on in the hope that somehow it will all just
come right. The broader picture is hardly reas suring. As a small country, there is only
so much we can do, but are we doing it?

Model Republics
Marcel Gauchet, the French historian, philosopher and sociologist, notes that 
in modern history there have been two outstanding models of ‘the republic’, which
all others have sought to emulate in varying degrees: France and the United States
of America. While for historical reasons there is in Ireland a great awareness of and

4 Higgins, ibid., p.5

5 Humphreys, ibid.

6 See Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, 
Verso, London, 1983
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admiration for aspects of Amer ica, we have perhaps looked more to France 
as a republican ideal. We admire the classical French triad of Liberté, Egalité et Frater -
nité, while, more recently, given our shared Catholic history, the French concept 
of laïcité has taken on more significance as we address the issues involved in be com -
ing a secular state, where the Church finally relin quishes ‘the last remnants of the
presidency that it once enjoyed over the whole gamut of social affairs’.7

However, what we often forget is that the French Republic was not simply created 
ex nihilo in a moment of revolutionary rupture or some political big bang. It has
taken five attempts to bring it to where it is now. This is in fact ‘la V e République’,8

which the French, with their universalist tendencies, often see as the ideal to be fol-
lowed by other emerging states with genuinely republican aspira tions.9 However,
despite French pride in this profoundly Gaullist incarnation of the spirit of France,
there is no guarantee that it is the final version. France has entered another troubled
period in its history where even de Gaulle’s mystic république, the expression of his
‘certaine idée de la France,’ or perhaps a demystified version of it, is increas ingly ques-
tioned and in need of revision.

poblacht
In the Irish context, the first Poblacht na hÉireann was declared in 1916. While it was
certainly the most significant event in modern Irish history, Pearse’s ‘idea of Ireland’
can be said to have been stillborn as it did not live beyond the moment of rupture
that marked its birth. The second republic, if it can be described as such, can be said
to have it origins in de Valera’s 1937 Constitution, while it only came into existence
officially with the declaration of the Republic of Ireland Act 1948. It is less than clear
that this was part of any deep philosophy or search for new political direction rather
than simply a further somewhat irascible assertion of independ ence in our relation-
ship with Britain.

Republics are not metaphysical entities, they are contingent rather on a context
that gives them both their form and their political substance. Ireland in 1916, emerg -
ing from an often difficult and painful history, was a very different place from the

7 Bryan Wilson, ‘New Images of Christian Community’ in J. McManners, The Concise Oxford History 
of Christianity, Oxford University Press, 2001

8 The First Republic, was founded on 22nd September 1792. The French Second Republic came 
into existence1848 Revolution and lasted until the 1851 coup by Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte. 
The French Third Republic was the system of government adopted in France from 1870. 
The French Fourth Republic was the republican government of France between 1946 and 1958, 
The Fifth Republic was established by Charles de Gaulle in 1959.

9 See Sudhir Hazareesingh, ‘From Left Bank to left behind: where have the great French thinkers gone?’, 
The Guardian, Saturday, 13th June 2015. See also his How the French Think: An Affectionate Portrait 
of an Intellectual People, Allen Lane, London, 2016
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Ireland of today. The State’s early existence was deeply troubled, initially by a bitter
civil war at home and later the emerging clouds and eventually war in Europe. 
Its early existence was one of a real struggle for survival, marked by poverty, social
deprivation and mass emigration. While not a theocracy, as is often argued, the
influence of the Catholic Church was certainly the most striking feature of our soci-
ety in comparison with most other Western European countries with the exception,
perhaps, of Italy and Spain, and even in those countries the levels of clericalism was
not nearly so high. One striking statistic tells us that in 1900, there were 14,000
priests, brothers and nuns in the country, or one religious to every 235 people. This
varied little up to the 1950s. This was the context that gave the republic as we came
to know it its shape and substance. Social and political modernity ‘came dropping
slow’ and most often met with stern ecclesiastical resistance.

into europe
What was probably the most decisive moment in the Republic of Ireland’s advance
to modernity came with our entry into the EEC, now the EU, in 1973. This precipitated
the process of modernisation, and its corollary secularisation, leading to very sig nifi -
cant economic and social change. Politics has been slower in following, although our
politics did also follow Euro pean patterns eventually with the virtual dis appear ance
of single party government. Quite apart from the economic advantages, per haps
the biggest gain brought about by our entry into the broader European community
was the change it brought in both the way others see us and in the way we see 

•5•

Marianne, a national symbol of the French Republic, is an allegory of liberty and reason portrayed as the
Goddess of Liberty. She is displayed in throughout France in town halls and law courts. 



Roscommon County Council Library Services
provides for the cultural, education, recreation, information,
and learning needs of people of all ages throughout the county. 
It strives to provide and develop a comprehensive, quality,
modern, and accessible service. 

The Public Library is committed to fostering an apprecia tion 
of culture, literary, arts and heritage and the Percy French
Festival is an established and integral part of the annual cultural
programme of  events in County Roscommon. Each year the
festival articulates a new, deeper, appreciation of Percy French
and provides a catalyst and forum for discussion and debate 
on a range of important social issues.

Roscommon County Council: Library Services hold a substan -
tial collection of  the works and material relating to Percy French.
The holdings can be viewed at the Local Studies Section, County
Library, Abbey Street, Roscommon. Full details can also be
accessed through Library link on www.roscommoncoco.ie

headquarters
Roscommon County Library 
Abbey Street, Roscommon
Telephone (090) 6637275
roslib@roscommoncoco.ie

Acting County Librarian
Mary Butler

Branches
Roscommon
Castlerea
Ballaghaderreen
Boyle
Elphin
Strokestown
Mobile Library Service

Comhairle Chontae Ros Comain
Libraries, Arts, Culture & Heritage
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ourselves. For people of my generation this was a very positive and affirming experi-
ence; it was in many ways the beginning of a new self-imagining.

The other major development of more recent years has been the Northern Ireland
peace process, which started, probably not coincidentally, in the year we entered
the EU, with the Sunningdale Agreement on the 9th December 1973. This eventu-
ally culminated in the Good Friday Agreement on the 10th April 1998. This has led
to much new thinking about the whole island, but nobody on any side of this
process believes that the final chapter in this part of our history has been written. 
At the very best we may be at the beginning of a new chapter whose end is far from
clear. Any development in this regard will require a great deal of imagining.

The title we have given to this summer’s event is in many ways provocative; it is an
invitation to our specialist speakers to sketch out ideas perhaps, rather than draw
up detailed proposals or policies. We are asking them, and ourselves, to imagine
some how what a third republic might look like. There is little doubt in my view, 
that at some point in the future we will have to go back to the political drawing
board, not simply to tinker with the constitution or the institu tions but to engage 
in a wider redrawing of a state that will better serve a pluralistic, modern Ireland.

seeking ireland
Percy French died before the Free State came into being and he died in exile. His
songs were not without political content, notably The Mountains of Mourne, a song
of exile, and, perhaps more surprisingly, Are you Right there Michael, ridiculing the

The support for the Good Friday Agreement has given rise to new thinking about the whole island  of Ireland
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state of the rail system in rural County Clare and arguably the government of the
time that oversaw it. However, more than the songs, I have always admired the
watercolours, and French considered himself above all to be an artist rather 
than an entertainer. Like many other artists and writers, notably Paul Henry, Yeats
and Synge, French was seeking the real Ireland. They are paintings of an Ireland
many of us know well, an Ireland of bogs and skies and strangely few people. 

He clearly loved his country but like many of his class he had left it. We do not know
why, and he seems to have been guarded in expressing his political views overtly, 
it was a time when it was better to be cryptic. It seems possible that he was among 
the many emigrant Irish, from all traditions, writers, artists, intellectuals but also
ordinary people who, despite a certain love for the country, somehow felt ill at
ease and even suffocated here and went to seek their freedom and their flourish-
ing else where.

We have surely moved on but what the Ireland of tomorrow is to be is still a moot
question. What is sure is that it will be different again. We are now a pluralistic 
society, multicultural, multireligious, multiethnic, and most Irish people rejoice 
in the richness that brings. We welcome the challenge of making it a genuine land 
of welcomes. The 1916 Proclamation can provide inspiration in its promise to guar-
antee ‘religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities of all its 
citizens’, as well as its determination ‘to pursue the happiness and prosperity of the
whole nation and of all its parts, cherishing all the children of the nation equally’.
The challenge, of course, in how we deal with difference and alterity. It is not, as the
Proclamation puts it, something we can be ‘oblivious’ of but rather something 
we are called to embrace in a new imagining.

Patrick Claffey

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Religions and Theology, Trinity College Dublin
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visit hidden ireland and discover some of Ireland’s finest 
privately owned Country Houses, each in a splendid location 

and offering you unrivalled hospitality

www.hiddenireland.com
Intimate retreats where you can live like a king

Sunday Business Post
Charming accommodation, glorious scenery,

great food and total tranquility
Irish  News

PO Box 31, Westport, Co. Mayo, Ireland |info@hiddenireland.com
Telephone: + 353 1 6627166

Stay in some of Ireland’s
historic private houses

and experience a sense of place and history

HIDDEN IRELAND



TH E  P E RC Y F R E N C H  F E S T I VA L 2017

J U L Y 5 T H WEDNESDAY

9.45 AM introduction and overview
Patrick Claffey

10.00 AM lecture • questions & answers
Sam Smyth
Award winning newspaper columnist
Please see website for lecture title

10.45 AM tea /coffee

11.10 AM lecture • questions & answers
Michael McDowell SC SE

Former Attorney General & Minister for Justice
Please see website for lecture title

11.10 AM lecture • questions & answers
Ivan Masina Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia

Croatia: 25 Years of International Recognition

2.30 PM afternoon recital
Michael Hurley & Kathy Eastwood
Essentially French

3.15 PM gardens open
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Nine nights of top-class amateur drama

RoscommonAnnual Drama Festival2017
Friday 3rd–Saturday11th March

For further information andonline bookingvisit
www.roscommondramafestival.com

RoscommonArts Centre, RoscommonTown
box office telephone  09066 25824

the roscommon annual drama festival 2018 runs from 2nd to10th march



From dublin to roscommon trains
Weekdays                        Saturdays & Sundays
7.35 9.30 7.35 9.30

12.45 2.27 12.45 2.27 
2.45 4.28 14.45 16.28 
6.15 7.52 6.15 19.52

From Roscommon to Dublin trains 
Weekdays                        Saturdays & Sundays
dept arr dept arr
6.34 8.30 8.38 10.30
8.38 10.30 11.05 13.05 

11.05 1.05 14.32 16.30 
2.32 4.30 19.34 21.32 
7.34 9.30 

Castlecoote  house  
Castlecoote,Co.Roscommon

telephone +353(0)90 666 3794
info@castlecootehouse.com
www.castlecootehouse.com

Roscommon Town station is close to the Abbey Hotel 
and just a ten minute drive from Castlecoote House

For further information call + 353(0)906663794

Castlecoote House
Historic Georgian mansion with a fascinating history & 16th Century castle towers



TH E  P E RC Y F R E N C H  F E S T I VA L 2017

J U L Y 6 T H THURSDAY

10.00 AM lecture • questions & answers
Paul Connolly
Five Houses in South Roscommon 
that helped shape our national story: 
Rookwood, Mount Talbot, Castlecoote, 
Aughrane, Bushypark

10.45 AM tea /coffee

11.10 AM lecture • questions & answers
Eoin Ó Broin TD

TD for Dublin Mid West
Please see website for lecture title

12.00 PM lecture • questions & answers
The Sean Freyne Memorial Lecture
Patrick Claffey
John McHale, LiberationTheologian 
before his time 

2.30 PM afternoon recital
Peader MacMahon & Friends
21st century French

3.15 PM gardens open

Ticket Offers2017
Festival Day ticket:€40 Three Lectures, Afternoon Recital,Tea/Coffee
Whole Festival:€120 All Lectures, Recitals, and Tea/Coffee throughout

don’t miss out as the festival tickets sell out quickly!
Tickets Tel +353 (90) 66 63794 • info@castlecootehouse.com

sean freyne 1935–2013
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Why not spend quality time with family and 
friends in a charming cottage, smart contemporary
house or romantic castle or manor house when
celebrating special events such as a birthday, 
anniversary, intimate wedding or reunion?

For a full list of our exclusive rental properties
we invite you to visit out website:

www.elegant.ie

In Ireland there are
thousands of houses

available to rent;
only 50 have the
Elegant Ireland
seal of approval

E L E G A N T  I R E L A N D
Box No. 10871 • Dublin 8 • Ireland
Telephone: 353 1 4732505
E-mail: info@elegant.ie

E L E G A N T
I R E LA N D



EFFE, Festivals for Europe, is an international festival platform
connecting festivals with a deep commitment to the arts, their
communities and to Europe. It was initiated byThe European Finest
Festivals Association, an umbrella organ i sation for festivals across 
Europe and beyond. One of the oldest cultural networks in Europe,
it was founded in Geneva in1952 as a joint initiative of the eminent
conductor Igor Markevitch and philosopher Denis de Rougemont. 
Today, based in Brussels, it embraces music, dance, theatre and 
multi-disciplinary festivals from 40 countries.
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TH E  P E RC Y F R E N C H  F E S T I VA L 2017

J U L Y 7T H FRIDAY

10.00 AM lecture • questions & answers
Brian Griffin
Percy French: A Sceptical Observer of His World?
(as seen through the lens of his cycling journalism)

10.45 AM tea /coffee

11.10 AM lecture • questions & answers
Iseult Honohan RIA

Challenges for the Republican Ideal in the 21st Century

12.10 PM lecture • questions & answers
Dearbhail McDonald
The righting is in the rewriting: why the  
Third Republic needs a new constitution

2.30 PM afternoon recital
Jack & Mac
Percy French meets Jack & Mac

3.15 PM gardens open
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Sam is a newspaper columnist who  writes

about a wide range of subjects and he has

reported from  the United States, the Carib -

bean Australia, Asia Africa and  Europe. Born

in Belfast, he moved to Dublin in 1972. His

book Dear John: The John MacKay  Letters (co-

authored with Michael Nugent) topped the

bestseller list in Ireland for seven weeks in

1992/3. His Riverdance: The Story was pub-

lished by Andre Deutch in 1996 and in 1997

his book Thanks a million Big Fella (Blackwater

Press), about  Bernard Dunne and Michael

Lowry, topped the Irish bestseller list for six

weeks. He won the prestigious Journalist of

the Year award twice: in 1991 for his investiga-

tion into business scandals, and in 1997 his

expose of  payments to politicians. He was

voted Journalists’ Journalist in a poll organ ized

by In Dublin magazine of more than 250 jour-

nalists working on  Irish national newspapers.

sam smyth

Patrick Claffey was born in 1951 in Castlerea, 
Co. Roscommon. He joined the Society of
the Divine Word at Donamon Castle in 1969. 
After ordination he studied in France and
then worked for 25 years in French-speaking,
Togo and Benin. Following postgraduate re-
search studies at the School of Oriental and
Africa Studies, University of London, he was
appointed head of mission studies at the
Milltown Institute of Theology and Philoso-
phy. He is Adjunct Associate Professor of the
Study of Religions at the Dept of Religions
and Theology at Trinity College Dublin
where his research interests include Asian
and African Christianities, religion in South-
east Asia (Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism),
and modern fundamentalisms. His most 
recent book  Atlantic Tabor: The Pilgrims of
Croagh Patrick has just been published by
Liffey Press, Dublin. He is a curate in St Mary’s,
Haddington Road. 

patrick claffey osa
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Michael, a widely-respec ted barrister, has

held some of the high est political offices 

in Ireland. A founder member of the Pro gres -

sive Democrats, he was elected to Dáil Éire -

ann in 1987 and became Attorney General 

in 1999. Follow ing the 2002 elec tion he 

was appointed Minis ter for Justice, Equality,

and Law Reform and undertook a number 

of important reforms, including the 27th

Amend ment to the Constitution, the Garda

Síochána Act, and the Defamation Act. 

In 2006, he became leader of the Progressive

Democrats and held the office of Tánaiste.

He is an independent member of the Senate.

michael mcdowell SC

Ivan Masina is the Ambassador of the Republic
of Croatia to Ireland. Previously he held various
important positions in Croatia including:
Adviser to the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Croatia; Director General/Chief of the Diplo-
matic Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
European Integration; Deputy Chief of Protocol
of the President of the Republic of Croatia. 
He holds a BA in Italian Language & Literature
and German Language & Literature from the
University of Split.

MR ivan Masina 
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Iseult is Associate Professor Emeritus in 
political theory at UCD’s School of Politics
and International Relations. Her research 
interests lie mainly in: civic republican politi-
cal thought and its application to issues 
of citizenship; immigration and diversity;
justice and moral obligations; and ethics
and public affairs. She is internationally
recognised for her writing on republican
political philosophy and concepts of citi -
zenship, and for her role in research on the 
acquisition and loss of citizenship in the
EUDO Citizenship Observatory. Her books
include Civic Republicanism (Routledge,
2002) and (as editor) Republicanism in Ire-
land: Confronting Theories and Traditions
(Manchester University Press, 2008). 
She was elected a member of the Royal 
Irish Academy in 2014. 

iseult honohan RIA

Paul is a Civil Engineer with a keen interest in
local and national history. He grew up in Mount
Talbot, Co. Roscommon. He  holds a Bachelor in
Engineering from UCC and a Diploma in
Archaeology in University College Galway.  
He will be discussing the construction, refur-
bishments, and present condition of five big
houses built beside the river Suck in the 18th
and 19th centuries–Mount Talbot, Castlecoote,
Rookwood, Cloonca, and Bushypark–and look-
ing at some of the occupants, particularly the
two infamous Sir Charles Cootes (father and
son),the Gunning sisters of Castlecoote House,
William John Talbot of Mount Talbot, and Sarah
Kelly of Rookwood. In these houses we can see
the history of Ireland, the good and the bad.
Only Castlecoote remains inhabited but alas
Mount Talbot and Cloonca are ruinous and
nothing remains of Rookwood and Thornfield. 
His book Mount Talbot, A Journey through the
Ages was published in 2014. 

paul connolly

S P E A K E R S + P E R F O R M E R S   • P E R C Y  F R E N C H  F E S T I V A L  2 0 1 7
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Brian is a senior Lecturer in History at Bath Spa
University, where he has taught since 1995. 
His main research interest is the social history
of nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Ireland, particularly crime, policing and sport,
as well as the history of Meath, his native
county. He has published numerous journal
articles on various aspects of Irish life in the
1800–1914 period, as well as three books: The
Bulkies: Police and Crime in Belfast,1800–1865
(1997), Sources for the Study of Crime in Ireland,
1801–1921 (2005), and Cycling in Victorian Ire-
land (2006). He happily chanced upon Percy
French’s cycling journalism while researching
his last book.

brian griffin

Eoin is a Sinn Féin TD for Dublin Mid West 
and the party’s spokesperson for Housing,
Planning and Local Government. A former
South Dublin County Councillor and Belfast
City Councillor, he has been a Sinn Féin acti -
vist for 21 years. Previously he was a policy
adviser to Pearse Doherty TD, Sinn Féin’s
Director of European Affairs and the National
Organiser of Sinn Féin Youth. A regular 
contributor to the Sunday Business Post and 
An Phoblacht, he is the author of two books,
Sinn Féin and the Political of Left Republicanism
(2009) and Matxinada, Basque Nation alism
and Radical Basque Youth Movements (2001).
Eoin holds a BA in Cultural Studies from the
University of East London and an MA in Irish
Politics from Queen’s University Belfast.

eoin Ó broin td
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Dearbhail is Group Business Editor of Inde-
pendent News and Media (INM plc). A global
Eisenhower Fellow, the journalist, author and
broadcaster was recently named Irish Tatler
Media Woman of the Year. A former news
correspondent with The Sunday Times, she
has won a series of awards for her legal 
affairs coverage and is a former Young Irish
Medical Journalist of the Year. Dearbhail
serves on the board of Fighting Words, Ire-
land’s national creative writing centre, and 
is a director of the St Stephen’s Green Trust. 
A member of the External Advisory Board 
of Maynooth University Department of Law,
she also serves on the board of the Happy
Days Enniskillen International Beckett and
Lughnasa International Friel festivals. 
She holds an LLB (Law) from Trinity College
Dublin as well as a First Class Honours 
Masters Degree in Journalism from Dublin
City University.

Dearbhail mcdonald

Peadar MacMahon is a native of Limerick. 
He has lived in Bellingham, Washington, since
1990 where he performs and records old-time
Irish and American folk. He sings and performs
historic songs, connecting with his audience
through the telling of their stories and his own,
regionally and internationally. His latest project
is The Legacy of Percy French is with friends:
Bruce Alan Shaw who plays five-string banjo
and mandolin. He has toured and recorded
extensively in the USA, notably with Korby
Lenker and The Barbed Wire Cutters. Richard
Scholtz, a highly respected folk singer and 
master of the autoharp, has been the admin  is -
trator and teacher at The Northwest Guitar
Work shop in Washington State since 1975. 
A professor of music at Western Washington
University, he has recorded eight CDs and
toured in Japan, China, Canada and the USA.
Aaron Harmonson plays the upright Bass. 
He has toured with the Canadian Celtic band
The Clumsy Lovers and has had residencies 
in Hong Kong playing jazz bass. 

peader macmahon & friends
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Jack Morrissey and Brian McIvor have been
performing comic and satirical music for
almost 25 years. Their sell-out performances
include those at the National Concert Hall’s
John Field Room. Their comedic repertoire
includes Percy French, Tom Lehrer, and
Flanders & Swann. Brian, an experienced
accompanist (piano, organ, bass) and solo
singer, is a pupil of Michael van Dessel,
Gerard Gillen, Gillian Smith and Katy Kelly.
He is also in demand as a record  producer
and has pro duced radio documen taries for
RTÉ Lyric FM. Jack (baritone), a pupil of Ken
Shellard and a Feis Ceoil winner, is a regular
performer at the Bohemi ans and 43 Clubs.
As Jack & Mac they speci alise in quirky songs
poking fun at life’s absurd ities. However zany
a song is, the Jack & Mac treat ment adds
strong sense of the ridic u lous and some -
thing extra for all lovers of the bizarre and
satirical. They Can’t be Serious, their first CD,
raised €5,000 for Concern.

jack & mac

Michael Hurley, originally from Baldoyle,
Co. Dublin, now lives in Lackagh, Co. Galway.
Involved in amateur dramatics and musicals
for the past 50 years, he has played many
leading roles. He has also written many
books on local history. His lifelong interest 
in the life and works of Percy French was 
fostered by his late father. In 2013, with his
sister-in-law Kathy Eastwood, he devised 
a programme on Percy French which they
perform under the title Essentially French.
Kathy, from Renmore, Galway, has always
has a love for music. For over twenty years
she has been church organist in Oranmore
and is also a member of the Tribal Chamber
Choir, Galway.

hurley & eastwood
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AKE A MAGICAL WALK back through time in the historic
wonderland that is Cavan County Museum! This exciting and
vibrant museum takes history off the page and brings it to life

with larger-than-life outdoor exhibitions such as the 1916 Rising
Experience. Here, you can relive the chaos of the Easter Rising 
with a giant replica of the GPO and a walk-though tunnel, 
mirroring the cramped conditions endured by the rebels.

Elsewhere, the World War I Trench Experience gives 
you the chance to walk around the largest replica
trench in Ireland or Britain and experience how
it felt to fight in ‘the war to end all wars’. It’s so 
realistic, you can practically feel the bullets 
flying overhead, so make sure you keep low!

Indoors, Cavan County Museum is a treasure 
trove of fascinating artefacts from our past,
such as ancient arrowheads that our ancestors 
used to hunt, or the mysterious three-faced 
Corleck Head.

When finished your tour visitors can enjoy
refreshments in our Coffee Shop and browse 
around our beautiful Craft Shop.

All our galleries and facilities are accessible 
and family friendly.

T



NEARBY ACCOMMODATION WITH F E S T I V A L P A C K A G E S
CASTLECOOTE HOUSE www.castlecoote.com
Castlecoote, Co.Roscommon   +353 90 66 63794   info@castlecoote.com
 Two nights bed & breakfast including tickets for all the events €269 pps

HANNONS HOTEL www.hannonshotel.com
Athlone Road, Roscommon    +353 90 66 37644    hannonshotel@gmail.com
Bed & breakfast  per night €55 pps. Bed & breakfast per night + one evening meal €75 pps
   Two nights bed & breakfast + one evening meal €109 pps

THE ABBEY HOTEL www.abbeyhotel.ie
Galway Road, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon    +353 90 66 26240
3 Nights B&B with 1 evening meal €220 pps. Single supplement €25 per night
Thursday & Friday: 2 Nights bed &breakfast with 1 evening meal €150 pps. Single supplement €25 per night
Friday& Saturday: 2 Nights bed &breakfast with 1 evening meal €175 pps. Single supplement €25 per night 

GLEESONS TOWNHOUSE & RESTAURANT www.gleesonstownhouse.com
Market Square, Roscommon    +353 90 66 26954    info@gleesonstownhouse.com
Two nights bed &breakfast, one evening meal, €125 pps. Single supplement €30 per night 
Three nights bed &breakfast, one evening meal, €149 pps.. Single supplement €45 per night
Upgrade to suite from €25 pps.    Tailored packages are also available for guests wishing to stay for longer time
Complimentary tea/coffee and Gleesons scones on arrival. Complimentary pick up from Roscommon rail station.
Preferential taxi rates to/from Castlecoote House

JACKSON’S RESTAURANT & GUESTHOUSE  www.jacksonsguesthouse.ie
Market Square, Roscommon    t: +353 9066 65599    jackson guesthouse@gmail.com

CUISLE HOLIDAY CENTRE Donamon, Co. Roscommon   +353 90 66 62277 cuisle@iwa.ie  www.cuisle.com
Two nights bed & breakfast + 1 evening meal €120 pps. Single supplement €20 per night
Three nights bed & breakfast + 1 evening meal €145 pps. Single supplement €20 per night

CLOONLISS LODGE Mount Talbot, Roscommon   +353 90 66 22387 / 087 9435774   www.cloonlisslodge.com 
Four star self-catering accommodation

ROSS HOUSE B&B wwww.rosshouse.ie
Gerard & Teresa O’Hara   +353 86 3797760   info@rosshouse.ie

An internationally recognised food festival
Sheep Sales,Wool Craft Demonstrations, Farmers’ Market,
Cookery Competitions, and much more including 
Live music, Family Fun, and even a Mini-Marathon!
For all the events see www.roscommonlambfestival.com
Bank HolidayWeekend, April 26th to May1st

Roscommon 
Lamb Festival 2017
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IRELAND’S FAVOURITE
WATERCOLOUR PAINTER

WILLIAM PERCY FRENCH (1854-1920) SCRABO, COUNTY DOWN, 1905 (detail), watercolour, 9.5 by 21 inches
Sold for €8,000 at Whyte’s on 28 November 2016 

WHYTE S
S I N C E  1 7 8 3

,

Whyte’s have a reputation for finding and auctioning fine examples of Ireland’s favourite
watercolour painter, and are the holders of the world record, at €44,000, for an example of his

work. The latter was a large work in its original Belfast pokerwork frame, originally in the
Earl of Iveagh (Guinness) collection. Whyte’s are especially careful to check the authenticity of

all Percy French pictures consigned and give a guarantee on all works sold. 

Art auctions in 2017: 
27 FEBRUARY, 29 MAY, 2 OCTOBER, 27 NOVEMBER

All these sales will be held in Ireland’s premier venue, the Royal Dublin Society (RDS) Ballsbridge.
Entries accepted up to 6 weeks beforehand. For free valuations and informed advice contact 

Adelle Hughes or Peter Whyte at info@whytes.ie or 01 676 2888. 

WHERE IRISH ART IS TRULY VALUED 

38 Molesworth Street  Dublin D02 KF80  Ireland  Tel 01 676 2888  Fax 01 633 5888  www.whytes.ie
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