IRELAND’S FAVOURITE
WATERCOLOUR PAINTER

WILLIAM PERCY FRENCH (1854-1920) TWELVE BENS, CONNEMARA, 1911
Realised €7,000 at Whyte’s, 12 March 2012

Whyte’s have a reputation for finding and auctioning fine examples of Ireland’s favourite
watercolour painter, and are the holders of the world record, at €44,000, for an example of his
work. The latter was a large work in its original Belfast pokerwork frame, originally in the
Earl of Iveagh (Guinness) collection. Whyte’s are especially careful to check the authenticity of
all Percy French pictures consigned and give a guarantee on all works sold.
If you are interested in acquiring or selling works by Percy French – or any other Irish work of
art - it will pay you to contact Whyte’s. For informed and confidential advice and valuations
contact Ian Whyte, Sarah Gates or Adelle Hughes at info@whytes.ie or 01 676 2888.
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EXTRACT FROM HIS PERCY FRENCH FESTIVAL LECTURE
AT CASTLECOOTE HOUSE, 15TH JULY, 2011

STILL UNCREATED?
Joyce, Newman and the Irish conscience

‘Conscience doth make cowards of us all’ spake Hamlet at a critical juncture in his
most famous soliloquyand I have to confess to feeling at one with the Dane in his
cowardice at more than one juncture as I approached this podium, both literally
and metaphorically.
For one thing, my culpable ignorance of the life and work of Percy French thankfully remedied somewhat over the past twenty-four hours, if not yet entirely made
AN ROINN

OIDEACHAIS
AGUS SCILEANNA

DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
AND SKILLS

wholegave me pause. For another, the number of people who said ‘great title’, even
before Mr Finnerty’s wizard advertising wheeze on the back page of the Irish Times,
gave me a distinctly uncomfortable feeling which when I tried to capture it in words
kept coming up in the pattern ‘hoistownpetard’. I did manage to establish along
the way that there are eighteen references to Phil e Fluter’s Ball in Joyce, eight
to Slattery’s Mounted Fut and a solitary reference to Are You Right ere Michael
Are You Right? e latter is the most memorable of them however as it goes:
Are you right there, Michael, are you right? Do you think you can hold
on by sitting tight? Well, of course it’s awful angelous. Still I don’t feel it’s
so dangelous. Ay, I’m right here, Nickel, and I’ll write.

Comhairle Chontae
Ros Cómain

(Finegans Wake 296.13–18)
Like most of the other references, it is from Finegans Wake. ere is the one from
Chapter 12 of Ulysses where Bloom, contemplating his cuckolded state refers to

HEAT I NG

‘Blazes doing the tootle on the ﬂute’ but perhaps we’d be better not dwelling on that
one at this hour of the day . . .
Our Current State of Chassis

WB
YEATS

At the start of his Dublin Up-to-Date tour
in the 1880s Percy French began:
‘Ladies and Gentlemen there are two sides
to everything–except Harcourt Street Station.’

ere are many ways one could begin to introduce a survey of our current situation
in Ireland, none of them pretty. For pith and wit, indeed, it would be hard to beat
yesterday’s oﬀering from Tim Pat Coogan, ‘Sure we’re not right, Michael, sure we’re
not’. In an eﬀort to say something about how we’re not right, in a fashion that,
I hope, will stimulate more than it depresses, I propose to draw on some of the recent

OSCAR
WILDE

work of the great Mayo theologian Enda McDonagh, eology in Winter Light.
Brochure created and compiled by Kevin Finnerty © 2013
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On economic realities, he states:

tives and Luther and Calvin who had a much bleaker view of the innate capacities of the

e combination of greed, of recklessness with other people’s money, defraud-

human person and saw conscience as a singular life-transforming lightning bolt from

ing of accounts, denial of wrongdoing, attempts to cover the fraud and evade

the Holy Spirit.

tax, plus arrogant demands to be bailed out by taxpayers whom they have
already cheated, provide an exemplary list and require for their assessment

e de-institutionalising of conscience by the reformers prepared the ground for the

little enough economic or moral expertise.

thoroughgoing secularisation of conscience which took place in the Enlightenment.
inkers such as John Locke demystiﬁed conscience by detaching it from any revela-

In his essay on Seamus Heaney at 70, McDonagh writes of the inwardness of poetry and

tion or theological claims and situating it, subject to reason, as a robust participant in

the imagination as ‘inner dimensions reaching towards a transcendence that cannot be

the arena of worldly combat.

simply demonstrated or simply denied’. He goes on, ‘In the present shoddy ethical and
spiritual crisis, that transcendence could prove the transforming power which is ﬁnally

With the link to religion severed, conscience became grounded in a social, as opposed

needed’. McDonagh is clear that it is conscience that is that part of our inner life that

to an ecclesial or theological, consensus. is inevitably led to the question of the free-

alerts and commands values of truth, fairness and justice.

dom of individual conscience which received its classic treatment in J. S. Mill’s Essay
on Liberty (published in 1859the same year as Darwin’s Origin of Species). For Mill,

A Brief History of Conscience
Paul Strohm in Conscience: A Very Short Introduction is at pains to write:
Conscience refuses any settled or unvarying content. It can justify generous

liberty of conscience, which is essential to the liberty of the individual, comprises:
Liberty of thought and feeling; absolute freedom of opinion and sentiment
on all subjects, practical or speculative, scientiﬁc, moral or theological.

self sacriﬁce but selﬁsh individualism as well. It can motivate an act of charity
or an act of terror. e dictates of conscience can be Christian or pagan, divinely

In his treatment of conscience in a 1991 essay, Conscience and Truth, Joseph Ratzinger

based or resolutely secular, selﬁshly nationalistic or generously international.

states that conscience needs the hand of authority to hear itself properly and discern its
proper objects.

And conscience is inconvenient. e individual visited by conscience is more oen than
not unsettled by it.

And the right to freedom of conscience does make it into Bunreacht na hÉireann.
Article 44.2 (i) states:

It was St Jerome in the fourth century who used the Latin conscientiawhich had both

Freedom of conscience and free profession and practice of religion are, subject

an inner and a public dimension to translate the biblical Greek term syneidesis which

to public order and morality, guaranteed to every citizen.

had more of the sense of an inner quality.
So when Gentiles, not having the Law, still through their own innate sense

In the celebrated Magee case of 1974, where Mrs Magee successfully argued for her

behave as the Law commands . . . they can demonstrate the eﬀect of the Law

right to plan her family, the success was not founded on her appeal to this part of the

engraved on their hearts, to which their own conscience bears witness.

constitution. Her case was won on the basis of a right to privacy but the Supreme Court

(Rom. 2:14f.)

judgment was that the freedom of conscience guaranteed in Article 44.2 (i) is freedom
of religious conscience only.

e Christian notion of conscience then has been characterised from the outset by this
tension between the inner dimension of private discernment and the outer dimension

Dr Pádraic Conway

of public or community expectation.

Former Director UCD Centre for Newman Studies

In the Reformation period, the key debate was between Erasmus who, following

e entire lecture by the late Dr Pádraic Conway can be viewed at:

Aquinas, saw conscience as an inborn faculty of rational judgement between alterna-

http://percyfrench.ie/uncreated-joyce-newman-irish-conscience-dr-padraic-conway/
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Wednesday
10 th July 2013

thursday
11th July 2013

10.00 am

lecture
Professor Richard St L. Broadberry
The Percy French Mirror of Life

10.45 am

Tea/Coffee

11.10 am

lecture
Dr. Arnold Horner
Mapping County Roscommon
in the early 19th Century

12.10 pm

1.45 pm

lecture
Question & Answer Session
Dr. Pauric Travers
Percy French & Parnell
afternoon recital
e Percy French Factor
with Michael Banahan
Open Competition for Percy French
Impersonators–Music, Songs & Recitations

10.00 am

lecture
Question & Answer Session
Mary O’Rourke
Just Mary: Life in the male world of politics,
balancing public and home life

10.45 am

Tea/Coffee

11.10 am

Lecture
Question & Answer Session
Liz Wall National President Irish Countrywomen’s Association
ICA and Rural Ireland

12.10 pm

Lecture
Question & Answer Session
Dr Ethna Regan
A Recovering Church?

1.45 pm

afternoon recital
Mary O’Donnell (Harp/Voice)
Teresa O’Donnell (Harp/Voice)
Making Musical Connections

3.00 pm

Gardens open

prizes sponsored by James Irwin Construction

3.00 pm

Gardens open

weekly RATE 2013
all events including recitals only €90

daily RATE 2013
3 lectures, tea/coffee, afternoon recital €30

the percy french festival 2013

friday
12th July 2013

Top: President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, arriving at Castlecoote House.
Centre: A section of the large welcoming crowd outside the house.
Bottom: An attentive audience as he delivered the keynote address at last year’s Percy French Festival.

10.00 am

lecture
Question & Answer Session
Fr Brendan Hoban
Who will break the bread for us?

10.45 am

Tea/Coffee

11.10 am

Lecture
Question & Answer Session
Prof. Luke Gibbons
ATale of Two Priests: James Joyce,
Ulysses and the Athlone Connection

12.10 pm

Lecture
Question & Answer Session
Abbot Mark Patrick Hederman
Ireland’s Future: ‘Everyman has got
the ﬁnest plan you ever see now’

1.45 pm

afternoon recital
Bill Golding & Brian Munn
Wilde about French

3.00 pm

Gardens open
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Roscommon County Council
Library Services

Roscommon county council
libraries, arts, culture & heritage

Comhairle Chontae
Ros Cómain

e ongoing collaboration of Roscommon County Council: Library Services and Castlecoote
House in a public and private partnership continues its successful development of the Percy
French Festival. e festival, now in its ﬁh year continues to expand and explore new avenues
and themes, guided by the ﬁgure of Roscommon native, the wonderful Percy French.

thursday, 4 th July
7.00 pm

County Library, Abbey Street, Roscommon
Oﬃcial opening

e festival is an important occasion in the county calendar of events as it seeks to promote
a range of community, educational, arts, heritage, recreational, learning resources, exhibitions
and programmes that support the cultural and tourism events scheduling throughout the
County.

7.30 pm

Illustrated talk
Yvonne Pettitt
Percy French Visual Expression

Roscommon County Council: Library Services are once again delighted to be associated
with the 2013 Percy French Festival and to be a in a position to oﬀer support. e promotion
of our rich cultural heritage as part of our tourism programmes and the historic houses
programme is a vital avenue for attracting visitors.

8.30 pm

concert
Roscommon County Youth Orchestra
followed by Michael Banahan
Songs of Percy French

e Percy French Summer Festival has particular signiﬁcance in this the year of the Gathering
2013, with its theme of e French Connection. It reﬂects the commitment of Roscommon
County Council to working together with attractions, accommodation providers, organisers
and communities around the county and engaging very actively in the Gathering to attract
further visitors to the County in the coming years.
e Gathering 2013 is a special year-long celebration of everything great and unique about
Ireland and one of the biggest tourism initiatives ever staged and planned, focussing on inviting people from around the world to join and support Ireland in 2013. It is also about using
all our connections in whatever form they may be from historical, educational, business,
genealogical, the arts, sporting, food industry, social and cultural and indeed many others
to reconnect with our rich history and heritage.

Tuesday, 3rd–Saturday, 15th July
exhibition (normal library hours)
County Library, Abbey Street, Roscommon
Echoes of Percy French
An exhibition of material from the Library Services’
Percy French Collection

Percy French was a remarkable talent and it is important that we celebrate, honour and commemorate his legacy and indeed the unique contribution that he made as artist, writer and
entertainer to our cultural heritage, not just a home but on his travels abroad during his life.
is year’s exhibition of the Percy French memorabilia compiled over the years by the County
Library, entitled Echoes of Percy French, will be showcased in the recently refurbished County
Library building, Abbey Street, Roscommon, where the launch of the Percy French Festival
itself will also take place on ursday 4th of July.
Roscommon County Council: Library Service will be supporting the ‘Family Day’
programme as part of this year’s festival oﬀering learning activities for children.
e Roscommon County Youth Orchestra, as part of our arts programming, will
again be involved this year with the festival.
Richie Farrell
County Librarian

For more information contact
County Library, Abbey Street, Roscommon
Tel 090-6637274
email roslib@roscommoncoco.ie
www.roscommoncoco.ie/en/services/library
county librarian Richie Farrell

Abbot Mark Hederman

Mary O’Rourke

Bill Golding

Dr Pauric Travers.

Mark Patrick Hederman is Abbot of Glenstal Abbey in Limerick. A former headmaster of Glenstal Abbey School, he is
author of a number of books, the two most
recent being Underground Cathedrals,
Columba Press, 2010 and Dancing with
Dinosaurs, 2011. With a doctorate in the
philosophy of education, Mark Patrick
studied in Paris under Emmanual Levinas.
With a reputation for being thought provoking, insightful and wise, he has lectured
in philosophy and literature in America and
Nigeria as well as Ireland, and was a founding editor, along with Richard Kearney
of the cultural journal e Crane Bag.
His ﬁrst book, Kissing the Dark (Veritas,
1999), was a bestseller.

Mary O’Rourke, a former Irish Fianna Fáil
politician, was Teachta Dála (TD) for the
Longford–Westmeath and Westmeath
constituencies. She served as Minister for
Education (1987–91), Minister for Health
(1991–92) and Minister for Public Enterprise (1997–2002). Mary was also the
leader of Seanad Éireann. In 2011 she
was appointed to the Board of Directors
of Educate Together. The author of the
best-selling book Just Mary, she is married
with two children and six grandchildren.

Bill has enjoyed a wonderful reputation as one
of Ireland’s ﬁnest actors and singers for half
a century. His career has embraced hundreds
of theatrical performances in major venues on
both sides of the Atlantic. His repertoire runs
from Shakespeare to Beckett and Arthur Miller.
His deﬁnitive portrayals include Lord Goring
in Oscar Wilde’s An Ideal Husband, Mr. Bennet
in Jane Austin’s Pride and Prejudice, and the
Player King in Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead. As a singer, Bill’s baritone voice has oen graced the National Concert Hall Dublin and delighted audiences in the
USA on extensive tours with the RTÉ Concert
Orchestra. ere have been many radio and
TV appearances including the unforgettable
Rory in Wanderly Wagon. In 1966 he starred
as Percy French in e Last Troubadour. For
those lucky enough to have seen it, it remains
a highlight of RTÉ production at its best. For
anyone without that luck, Bill’s appearance
at the 2013 Percy French Festival will give
a taste of what has been missed. Bill Golding’s
connection to the festival dates back to a meeting with Kevin Finnerty’s father, John, at the
foundation of the Roscommon, Percy French
Scholarship in 1967.

Pauric Travers is an educationalist and historian. A graduate of UCD and the Australian
National University, he has lectured extensively
at conferences in Europe, the USA and Australia. He was President of St Patrick’s College
(19992012); he is a long-term member of
DCU Governing Authority; a founding Director of the Centre for Cross Border Studies;
a member of the North/South Standing Committee on Teacher Education; a founding member of Conference of Heads of Irish Colleges
of Education (CHoICE); and a member of
the Teaching Council. He is chairman of the
Parnell Society and was the ﬁrst director
of the Parnell Summer School. He is a member
of the Universities Ireland Historians’ Group
on the Decade of Commemoration 191222.
A former editor of Studia Hibernica, he is on
the editorial boards of a number of scholarly
journals. Publications include: Irish Culture
and Nationalism 17501950(1982); Settlements
& Divisions: Ireland 18701922 (1988); e
Irish Emigrant Experience in Australia (1991);
Eamon de Valera (1994); e Ivy Leaf
e Parnells Remembered (2007); Words of
the Dead ChiefCharles Stewart Parnell (2009).
He is currently writing a biography of Colonel
Arthur Lynch, the Irish−Australian soldier,
politician, and writer.
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Mary ODonnell

Liz Wall

Dr. Ethna Regan

Dr. Arnold Horner

Mary O’Donnell began her harp studies
with the late Sr. Eugene McCabe at Mount
Sackville School in Dublin and later with
Fiona Norwood, Sebastien Lipman, and
masterclasses with the renowned harpist and
teacher Edward Witsenberg. She graduated
from Trinity College Dublin with an honours degree in Music in 1996. She also completed an ARIAM in Irish harp and LTCL
in Concert harp performance. Mary holds
a Higher Diploma in Education (TCD),
a Masters in Musicology from University
College Dublin, and a Ph.D from the University of Limerick. She has been a consistent
winner at the Feis Ceoil, winning prizes
in Irish harp, Concert harp, singing and
composition. She has toured Europe, USA,
Africa and Asia and appeared on RTÉ, BBC,
CNN, and NBC. She has toured extensively
in Europe, North America, Africa and Asia.
She lectured in Ethno musicology at the
VEC (2000–05) and at the University of
Limerick. Mary now examines with the
Royal Irish Academy of Music, Dublin, and
lectures at St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra.

Liz Wall came into oﬃce as National President of the Irish Countrywomen’s Association in May 2012. She was elected to national
leadership roles during the commencement
of the modernization of the ICA and as well
as holding the oﬃce of President she is also
the Chair of Development (2007 to date) and
has held many other leadership roles in the
past including Board Member of An Grianán
(2008–10), Secretary Finance Committee
(2008–10) Chair of Contests Committee
(2007–11) and she held the role of National
Secretary from 2009–2012. Liz is also the
chair of the COFACE Working Group 4 the
Education and information and communication technologies policies group, a role she
has held since March 2012.

Ethna Regan is Head of the School of Theology in Mater Dei Institute, Dublin City University. She taught ethics and theology at the
University of the West Indies, Trinidad, where
she lived for over a decade. A Holy Faith Sister, she worked with the Trinidadian nongovernmental association, Credo Foundation
for Justice, in a centre for socially displaced
children and in the campaign against the
death penalty in the Caribbean. She also
taught for five years in Samoa in the Pacific
Islands. She studied at Mater Dei Institute,
Fordham University, and holds a PhD from
the University of Cambridge. She has published in the areas of Christian social ethics,
liberation theology and theological anthropology, and is the author of Theology and
the Boundary Discourse of Human Rights
(Georgetown University Press, 2010) which
won a 2011 Catholic Press Association Book
Award. A native of Dublin, she has family
roots in Roscommon.

Dr Arnold Horner has lectured in Geography
at University College Dublin over many years.
Specialising in the geography of Ireland and
in the history of mapping in Ireland, he has
written three books, Mapping Oﬀaly in the
early nineteenth century (2006); Mapping
Meath in the early nineteenth century (2006);
and Mapping Sligo in the early nineteenth
century (2011). ese books focus particularly
on the county maps compiled by the surveyor
and roads engineer, William Larkin. In his
lecture, Dr Horner will introduce the County
Roscommon maps of the Bogs Commissioners (180913) and the map of County Roscommon dated 1817 that was made by William Edgeworth and the renowned Richard
Griﬃth (organiser of the Griﬃth valuation
of Ireland). Made 30 years before the Great
Famine, the 1817 map oﬀers important
insights on the early 19th-century landlorddominated landscape in County Roscommon
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Teresa O’Donnell

Fr. Brendan Hoban

Prof. Luke Gibbons

For the past 15 years, Teresa has worked as
a freelance harpist and singer throughout
Ireland, Europe and USA, having graduated
with an Honours Degree in Music and Irish
from Trinity College Dublin and a Masters
in Performance and Musicology. Teresa began
her harp studies with the late Sr. Eugene
McCabe at Mount Sackville School, and later
studied with the renowned French harpist
Sebastien Lipman and attended masterclasses
with Professor Witsenberg, Han Ann Liu and
other international harpists. In 2000, she
received a Licentiate Diploma from the Royal
Irish Academy of Music and a fellowship from
Trinity College London. For four years she was
Music Education Oﬃcer for the Music Association of Ireland and was Assistant Administrator for Music in Great Irish Houses Festival
200507. In 2012, she was awarded a PhD
in Music Education at St. Patrick’s College,
Drumcondra where she also lectured. Teresa
has a classical background but she is equally
at home in jazz, pop, traditional Celtic music
and Broadway shows. She has appeared with
Andrea Bocelli, Sinead O’Connor, e Chieftains, e Celtic Tenors, Brian Kennedy,
Tommy Fleming and Katherine Jenkins and
has appeared on BBC, RTÉ and CNN.

Brendan Hoban was born in Ballycastle, Mayo
in 1948. He attended Ballycastle Boys’ NS,
St Muredach’s College, Ballina and St Patrick’s
College, Maynooth. He was ordained for the
diocese of Killala in 1973, where over the last
40 years he served in seven parishes and for
a term as Communications Oﬃcer. Since 1980
he has written a weekly column in the Western
People and since 1989 has presented and produced Faith Alive, a magazine programme on
Mid-West Radio. In 1997, he helped to found
Céide, a review from the margins, and in 2010
was a founding member of the Association
of Catholic Priests. He has written 14 books,
mostly on the church and priesthood and,
more recently, on ecclesiastical history, among
them Turbulent Diocese, e Killala Troubles,
17981848. He is completing a trilogy on
Readings in Killala Diocesan History, the ﬁrst,
Trouble & Strife, Fiy Killala Priests, was
published this year. His latest book, just out,
is Who Will Break e Bread For Us? He has
contributed regularly to journals including
e Furrow, Spirituality Studies and Intercom
and electronic media as a commentator on
church aﬀairs. At present he is PP in Moygownagh, Co Mayo.

Luke Gibbons, is Professor of Irish Literary
and Cultural Studies at the School of English,
Drama and Media Studies, National University of Ireland, Maynooth, and formerly
taught at the University of Notre Dame,
USA, and Dublin City University. He has
published widely on Irish culture, ﬁlm, literature, and the visual arts, as well as on aesthetics and politics. His many publications
include ‘Ghostly Light: Spectres of Modernity in James Joyce’s and John Huston’s
“e Dead”’ in A Companion to James Joyce,
(Richard Brown, ed., Blackwell, 2007) and
‘Famished Ghosts: Bloom, Bible Wars, and
“U.P. up” in Joyce’s Dublin’, Dublin James
Joyce Journal, 2 (2010). He won a Kaneb
Teaching Award at the University of Notre
Dame, where he co-supervised over twenty
PhD dissertations. His research interests
include ﬁlm, modernism, romanticism,
aesthetics, visual culture, critical theory
and cultural history, particularly as they
bear on developments in Irish culture.
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Prof. Richard Broadberry

A pupil of Wesley College, Dublin, and
a graduate of Trinity College, he researched
the Philosophy of Religious Language for
an M Litt. He has spent 57 years in the pastoral
ministry in Ireland and England. He has published a history of Christianity, 120 School
Assemblies (mainly on world religions); and,
more recently, a defence of religious language
in a scientiﬁc age. For some years he was
a Tutor in the College of Preachers Degree
Course and is a Canon of Canterbury and
Southwark Cathedrals. He was introduced
to Percy French’s songs at school oncerts
and by a singing group called e Antlers.
More recently a former school classmate gave
him some books of Percy French songs, which
he occasionally sings in public! He considers
Percy French’s observation of people, makes
him a fascinating, if unsuspected, historian
and psychologist!
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION

Cavan County Museum
would like to commend The Percy French Festival
for its efforts in highlighting the remarkable contribution of Percy French to the world of art, literature
and entertainment.
The Museum is a magnificent 19th century building
situated amid extensive grounds nestling among the
east Cavan lakes and drumlins and is an ideal starting
point for a relaxing family day out.
A tour of the Museum’s elegant exhibition galleries
provides an insight into the heritage of Cavan from
antiquity to recent times.

Cavan County Museum
Virginia Road
Ballyjamesduﬀ
Co. Cavan
T: 049-8544070
F:049-8544332
ccmuseum@eircom.net
www.cavanmuseum.ie

Thoughtfully designed, the galleries trace the history
and heritage of County Cavan from prehistoric to preChristian times to rural life as it was in the 1950’s.
Rare and precious artefacts on display include the
4,000 year old Killycluggin stone and three-faced
Corleck Head; the 1,000 year old Lough Erril Boat,
medieval Sheela-na gigs. Also displayed are implements and machinery used by our ancestors as well
as galleries of costume and sports.

Our wonderful Percy French Room
shows a wide range of memorabilia
Audio Visual Displays
Interactives
Craft & Coﬀee Shops

Tuesday to Saturday
10 am–5pm
Sunday (June to October)
2–6 pm
Closed Mondays

Coach & Car Parks
Disabled Access
Picnic Areas
Extensive Gardens
Guided Tours available

Katherine Tynan (1859−1931)
For the poet, writer and close associate of William Butler Yeats, Katherine Tynan,
Percy French was so versatile, so quick-witted, so extraordinarily accomplished in such
a variety of ways, so sensitive to human and natural appeals, that one must think of him
having a touch of that quality by which talent is dull, the quality of genius . . . . He loved
to paint one eﬀect of the Irish skies, the down-raining light that spills itself between the
clouds as though Heaven had opened. He must have stood in that light and it must have
ﬂooded his heart and brain and understanding. e general public knew him as an Irish
entertainer, whose entertainments were purely human in fantasy, with sensitive touches
of pathos; entertainments from which one came happy and uplied.

Alfred Perceval Graves (1846−1931)
e folk song collector and one of the founders of the Folk Song Society, Alfred Graves, admired Percy
French as a ‘master of Irish country life and character’. His intimate knowledge of the countryside, said
Graves, gave ‘such reality to his Irish sketches and songs’. Percy French’s songs were the genuine thing
and could even be described as national material. Graves compared French’s versatility and capacities
to that of the earlier entertainer, poet, novelist, composer and painter, Samuel Lover (1797–1868),
noting the more sincere and enduring quality of French’s material. Alfred Graves met Percy French
when the former was editing John Bull and French illustrated Graves’s Recollections of Father O’Flynn.1

Sir William Orpen (1878−1931)
‘Billy’, as Percy French called him, was the younger brother of the lesser known Richard Orpen (1863−
1938). Richard contributed enormously to Irish life as both an architect and painter, and worked closely
with Percy French on the hugely entertaining magazine e Jarvey, contributing comic pictures to
accompany the jests and send-ups written by French. Richard showed artistic talent just as exciting
as his younger, and now much more famous, brother Sir William Orpen. It was Richard who prompted
French to stage the successful satirical show Dublin Up-to-Date, in the early 1890s and the young ‘Billy’
worked on this production drawing lightning sketches in coloured chalks for many of the scenes.2
Because Percy French believed painting was his real métier, it is important that we make the connection with a well known Irish artist of his time.Notwithstanding his wish to eschew membership
of cultural movements, such as the Irish Literary Society and the Gaelic League, whose ideological
vision dominated the cultural landscape at the turn of the last century, coupled with his self-eﬀacing
personality, French’s contribution to Irish society and culture has consequently oen been incorrectly
perceived as peripheral. is year the festival’s aim is to acknowledge French’s multi-talented artistic
stature in the 19th and early 20th century and the historical importance of his observations and
chronicles of the ordinary people of his time.3
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DON’T MISS

THE FUN PACKED

FAMILYDAY
GROUNDS ONLY• WEDNESDAY10TH
Face-painting, puppetry, storytelling,
tennis competitions and many more
activities for children
Full of the old favorites from the Percy French repertoire,
Carnation Theatre brings high jinx, life size puppetry, and clowning
to an interactive tale set in the Roscommon of the 1940s!
No one will want to sit on the bench for this one!

Visit • Enjoy • ExplorE
H er e is h ow w e c a n h elp yo u :

Find delightful properties to visit throughout the island of Ireland.
plan excursions for family outings and organised group tours both large and small.
discover a wide range of EVENTS from concerts, outdoor theatre, seasonal activities,
ﬂoral displays, vintage car rallies, country fairs and many more.

select beautiful wedding venues for ceremonies, photography & receptions.
suggest locations for fashion shoots, TVand feature ﬁlming.

From10am to 2pm
Adults/Children €5 • Family Ticket €10 admits up to four people
Children under 14 must be accompanied by an adult
Part of Roscommon Library Services’ Summer Events Programme

See us at: www.hcgi.ie
Follow us on: www.facebook.com/hcgi.ie
Email us at: info@hcgi.ie

CASTLECOOTE
HOUSE
Castlercoote House has a long and exciting history, evolving
from a Hill Fort to a Norman Castle to the elegant Georgian
Palladian mansion that, restored with historical authenticity,
proudly stands today by its old castle towers in beautiful
gardens and encircled by the swi ﬂowing river Suck.
From Dublin it is a two hour journey by train
or a two hour drive.
It is four miles from Roscommon town: from there take
the R366 for four miles to Castlecoote, cross the bridge
and the gates are directly ahead.

Guided Tours May to September
Wednesday–Sunday 2pm to 6pm
or by appointment
Train departures Heuston Station, Dublin
7.35am • 12.45pm • 14.45pm • 18.15pm
arrival in Roscommon
9.30am • 14.25 pm • 16.25 pm • 19.55 pm

castlecoote house
castlecoote, co. roscommon
+353 90 6663794 | info@percyfrench.ie
www.castlecootehouse.com
www.percyfrench.ie

NEARBY ACCOMMODATION OFFERING
PERCY FRENCH FESTIVAL PACKAGES
C AST LE C O OTE HOU SE www.castlecoote.com
Castlecoote, Co.Roscommon t: +353 90 66 63794.
Two nights bed & breakfast including tickets for all the events €247 pps.
THE ABBEY HOTEL www.abbeyhotel.ie
Galway Road, Roscommon, Co. Roscommon t: +353 90 66 26240.
Two nights bed & breakfast, one evening meal, €115 pps per night.
ree nights bed & breakfast, one evening meal, €155 pps per night.
Guests may avail of our award winning leisure facilities during their stay.
GLEES ONS TOWNHOU SE & RESTAUR ANT www.gleesonstownhouse.com
Market Square, Roscommon t: +353 90 66 26954 info@gleesonstownhouse.com.
Two nights bed & breakfast, one evening meal, €125 pps per night. €30 single supplement.
€15 supplement to include transport* to and from Castlecoote House.
ree nights bed & breakfast, one evening meal, €159 pps. €45 single supplement.
€20 supplement to include transport to and from Castlecoote House.
Tailored packages are also available for guests wishing to stay for longer lengths.
Free collection at Train Station.
CUISLE HOLIDAY CEN TRE www.cuisle.com
Donamon, Co.Roscommon t: +353 90 66 62277.
Bed & full Irish Breakfast, €55 pps per night.
Dinner, bed & full Irish breakfast, €78 pps per night.
Single room supplement: €30 per night.
Bus transfer to and from Knock Airport, €20 each way per person.
Complimentary transfer to Castlecoote House from Cuisle Holiday Centre.
HAN NON S HOT E L www.hannonshotel.com
Athlone Road, Roscommon t: +353 90 66 37644 hannonshotel@gmail.com.
Bed & Breakfast per night €40 pps
Bed & Breakfast per night + one evening meal €59 pps
Two nights Bed & Breakfast + one evening meal €89 pps.
C LO ON LIS S LOD GE www.cloonlisslodge.com
Mount Talbot, Roscommon t: +353 90 66 22387 / 087 9435774.
Four star self-catering accommodation.

BED & BREAKFAST
NONI’ S Castlecoote Village t: +353 90 66 63367.
ROSS HOUSE Quarry View, Roscommon t: +353 90 66 28891.

